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Aprepitant Approved for Treatment
of Nausea and Vomiting

E m e n d ®

( a p r e p i t a n t ,
Merck & Co.,
Inc., White-
house Station,
NJ) has been
approved by the
U.S. Food and
Drug Adminis-

tration to help prevent acute and delayed nau-
sea and vomiting associated with highly
emetogenic chemotherapy. Adding Emend to
a regimen that includes a 5-HT

3
 receptor an-

tagonist and a corticosteriod significantly re-
duces nausea and vomiting for up to five days
after chemotherapy.

Emend, a substance P/neurokinin 1 recep-
tor antagonist, is thought to work by blocking
substance P, a neurotransmitter, in the brain.
This mechanism of action is different than
other antiemetics on the market. Adding
Emend to a 5-HT

3
 receptor antagonist and a

corticosteriod provides more complete pro-
tection against and prevention of nausea and
vomiting.

The recommended dosing for Emend is
one 125 mg capsule one hour before chemo-
therapy and one 80 mg capsule each day for
the first two days after chemotherapy. The
catalog price will be approximately $250 for
the three-day dosing regimen.

Merck & Co., Inc., has made the Access-
ing Coverage Today (ACT) for Emend Pro-
gram available to provide patients with reim-
bursement information. ACT also will be
able to assist patients who cannot afford
Emend. The ACT toll-free number is 866-
EMENDRX.

Emend may be taken with or without food.
The drug has several potential interactions, so
patients should have all their medications re-
viewed before taking this product. Potential
drug interactions include interference with
anticoagulants and decreased effectiveness of
birth control pills. Side effects that have been
reported with the Emend regimen include fa-
tigue, nausea, hiccups, constipation, diarrhea,
and loss of appetite. For more information,
call 800-672-6372 or visit www.emend.com.

New Indication Approved for Imatinib
Mesylate

Gleevec™ (imatinib mesylate, Novartis
Pharmaceuticals, East Hanover, NJ) was
granted accelerated approval by the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration for the initial
treatment of newly diagnosed Ph+ chronic
myelogenous leukemia (CML) in December
2002. This approval was based on 12-month
data from a large clinical trial comparing
Gleevec to traditional combination chemo-
therapy. Eighteen-month data were published
in the March 13, 2003, issue of the New En-
gland Journal of Medicine. The longer data
analysis confirms that Gleevec provides
greater complete responses, slows progres-
sion of disease, and offers better tolerance
compared to standard treatment. This study
did not compare Gleevec to bone marrow
transplant. In 1,106 newly diagnosed patients,
74% of those who received Gleevec achieved
a complete cytogenic response compared to
8% of patients receiving standard treatment.

Gleevec is approved for use in all three
stages of CML—myeloid blast crisis, accel-
erated and chronic phase—and either before
or after other treatments. The most common
side effects associated with Gleevec are nau-
sea and vomiting, superficial edema, muscle
cramps, skin rash, diarrhea, hemorrhage, fa-
tigue, headache, joint pain, cough, dizziness,
dyspepsia, and dyspnea. Neutropenia and
thrombocytopenia also can occur. Most side
effects were rated as mild to moderate in se-
verity. For more information, call 877-453-
3832.

Nanofiltered Product Approved
for Sale in the United States

ZLB Bioplasma’s (Glendale, CA) Nanofil-
tered Carimune™ NF Immunoglobulin IV
(Human) has been approved for sale in the
United States. Nanofiltration is a process that
uses a sponge-like filter to remove pathogens
much like a water filtration system. Potential
pathogens are removed based on size without
causing any harm or change to the IgG mol-
ecule. Combined with existing pathogen re-
moval techniques, such as partitioning and vi-
rus inactivation, nanofiltration greatly re-
duces many viruses, including HIV, hepatitis
C, and bovine enterovirus. Carimune NF is a
sterile, highly purified, plasma-derived prod-

uct used for replacement therapy or immune
thrombocytopenic purpura. For more infor-
mation, visit www.zlbusa.com.

New Proteasome Inhibitor Approved
for Use in Patients With Multiple
Myeloma

Velcade™ (bortezomib, Millennium Phar-
maceuticals, Inc., Cambridge, MA) has been
approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Admin-
istration for use in patients with multiple
myeloma who have received at least two
prior therapies and demonstrated disease pro-
gression on the last therapy. Velcade is a
novel drug designed to inhibit proteasomes,
which are enzyme complexes. By inhibiting
proteasomes, Velcade disrupts the turnover
of regulatory proteins in cancer cells and ul-
timately results in cell death. Velcade cur-
rently is in phase I and II trials for metastatic
colorectal cancer and advanced non-small
cell lung cancer. Velcade also has been
granted orphan drug status.

The most frequently reported side effects
in phase II studies included nausea, fatigue,
diarrhea, constipation, thrombocytopenia,
pyrexia, vomiting, anorexia, and peripheral
neuropathies. Rarely reported adverse events
included infusion reactions, infusion site re-
actions, alopecia, mucositis, febrile neutrope-
nia, and sepsis. For more information, call
616-679-7000 or visit www.millennium.com.

OmniMD Introduces Electronic Direct-
to-Pharmacy Prescription Writing

Using the OmniMD Prescription Manager
(Integrated Systems Management Inc.,
Tarrytown, NY), providers can write pre-
scriptions directly from their pocket or desk-
top computers. Providers can work from the
National Drug Codes formulary or from a
customized list for frequently prescribed
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drugs. The prescrip-
tions are stored in an
electronic batch and can
be signed off electroni-
cally with a single key-
stroke. The completed
prescriptions are faxed
automatically to the re-
spective pharmacies.
The Prescription Man-
ager can work in real

time via a wireless local area network or infra-
red personal digital assistant-to-printer protocol
or by using the traditional pocket computer
synchronization method. Other tools available
on the system include up-to-date reference data
and full review of drug use. The Prescription
Manager is designed to be Health Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act compliant.

Other modules are available from Omni-
MD, including Electronic Medical Records,
Charge Capture, Digital Dictation, and Docu-
ment Management. For more information,
visit www.omnimd.com or call 914-332-5590.

New Delivery System Simplifies IV
Administration

B. Braun Medical, Inc. (Bethlehem, PA) re-
cently announced the availability of the Du-
plex® Drug Delivery System. The Duplex sys-
tem is designed to simplify IV antibiotic deliv-
ery to patients, decrease the risk of medication

errors, reduce labor asso-
ciated with mixing anti-
biotics, and decrease
drug waste. The self-con-
tained system consists of
a prefilled IV bag with
the proper amounts of the
drug and diluent in dif-
ferent compartments;
caregivers squeeze the
bag to mix the drug and

diluent prior to administration. The IV bag is
non-polyvinyl chloride, non-di (2-ethylhexyl)
phthalate, and latex free. The Duplex system
can be stored at room temperature. The system
currently offers cefazolin 1 g, with more anti-
biotics becoming available over time.

The Duplex system also comes with a stan-
dard health industry bar code that references
the drug, dose, and concentration. The bar
code can be used to track inventory and
charges, automate documentation, and reduce
errors. For more information, call 800-
BBRAUN2 or visit www.bbraunusa.com.

Compression Bra Helps to Reduce
and Prevent Edema

The Compressure Comfort™ Bra (Bel-
lisse™, South Burlington, VT) is designed
for women with edema of the breast and
chest. This bra provides gentle compression
to reduce and prevent edema and can be used

with or without breast
prostheses. The bra is
made of soft, comfort-
able fabrics with wide,
adjustable, padded
straps and front and
back closures. The
longer silhouette is de-
signed to be nonre-
strictive to lymphatic

drainage channels. The bra can be used for
general postoperative edema and lymphe-
dema. Many women with lymphedema find

extended comfort
wearing the bra with
an arm stocking.
Healthcare providers
should evaluate all
patients with lymph-
edema to determine
optimal treatment.
Available sizes run
from 34–48, with
cup sizes A/B, C/D,

and DD/E. When ordering the product, please
ask for fitting guidelines. The manufacturer’s
suggested price is $219. The Compressure
Comfort Bra is a class 1 medical item and can
be submitted for insurance coverage; how-
ever, a letter of medical necessity or a pre-
scription may be needed for making insur-
ance claims. For more information, call 802-
658-8800 or visit www.bellisse.com.
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