
Oncology Nursing Society Position on the Role  
of the Advanced Practice Nurse in Oncology Care

Advanced practice oncology nurses provide leadership to improve outcomes for patients with cancer and 
their families by increasing healthcare access, promoting clinical excellence, improving patients’ quality of 
life, documenting patient outcomes, and increasing the cost-effectiveness of care. Research has substantiated 
the positive impact of advanced practice registered nurses (APRNs); significant outcomes include improved 
patient satisfaction, fewer hospital admissions, and decreased lengths of stay.

It is the position of the Oncology Nursing Society that APRNs in oncology nursing are clinical nurse special-
ists and/or nurse practitioners prepared at the graduate level who are specialized in oncology practice, have 
additional responsibilities, and are recognized in state statutes and regulations.

This includes
•	Authorization to work independently or in collaboration with a designated physician partnership and to 

prescribe medication
•	Full choice of healthcare providers for consumers and reimbursement for care provided by APRNs
•	Integration of APRNs into all aspects of cancer care and health policy reform.

ONS position summaries may be reprinted without expressed written permission 
from ONS providing that the original source is credited appropriately. For additional  
information, contact pubpermissions@ons.org. To access the full position, visit  
www.ons.org/publications/positions/documents/pdfs/AdvancedPracticeNurse 
inOncologyCare.pdf.
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