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Education of the RN Who Administers
and Cares for the Individual Receiving
Chemotherapy and Biotherapy

Specialized education and preparation of the RN who administers chemotherapy and biotherapy can ensure a safe level of care
for the individual receiving these agents. Educational standards for oncology nurses are outlined in the Standards of Oncology
Nursing Education: Generalist and Advanced Practice Levels (Oncology Nursing Society [ONS], 2003). Educational programs
on chemotherapy and biotherapy offered by ONS include the Chemotherapy and Biotherapy Course, Cancer Chemotherapy and
Biotherapy Renewal Course, Chemotherapy and Biotherapy Update, and Chemotherapy and Biotherapy Trainer Course (ONS,
2007). In addition, ONS provides up-to-date resources pertaining to new treatments using a variety of ongoing educational
approaches. Guidelines and recommendations for oncology nurses providing chemotherapy and biotherapy are described in
the Core Curriculum for Oncology Nursing (Itano & Taoka, 2005) and Chemotherapy and Biotherapy Guidelines and Recom-
mendations for Practice (Polovich, White, & Kelleher, 2005). These publications describe the basic clinical content necessary
to provide didactic information regarding the safe and competent administration of cytotoxic and biologic drugs. Successful
completion of didactic learning must be followed by the successful completion of a clinical practicum under the auspices of a
RN’s institution or supporting agency.
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